Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 192374 
ORIGIN NASA-02 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO OES-09 /022 R 


DRAFTED BY NASA/LIC-17/WGBASTEDO:SS 
APPROVED BY OES/APT/SA:RBEDDINGTON 
NASA/MHS-7/CSTANTON 
EA/J - RICHARD KILPATRICK 

025804 311843Z/41 

P 311837Z JUL 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 192374 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: TSPA 

SUBJECT: SPACE SHUTTLE CONTINGENCY PLANNING 

REF: TOKYO 13171 

1 . REFTEL PARA (A), SHUTTLE ORBITER IS NOT CLASSIFIED 

AS AIRCRAFT, BUT AS SPACECRAFT. ORBITER COMMUNICATIONS 
WITH GROUND AFTER EXI T FROM BLACKOUT PERIOD OF RE- 
ENTRY WILL BE ON 243.0 MHZ. COMMUNICATION ON THIS 
FREQUENCY WILL BE WITH APPROACH CONTROL AND TOWER 
FOR LANDING INSTRUCTIONS AND LAST MINUTE UPDATE ON 
FIELD CONDITIONS. 

2. REFTEL PARA (B), NO PERMANENT PHYSICAL MODIFICATION 
TO KADENA AIRFIELD WILL BE REQUIRED TO ACCOMMODATE 
SHUTTLE EMERGENCY LANDING. ONCE SHUTTLE HAS LANDED, 
PORTABLE MATE/DEMATE STIFF LEG DERRICK AND PERSONNEL 
WILL BE FLOWN IN AND THE DERRICK ASSEMBLED ON SITE. 
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TO ACCOMMODATE THIS STRUCTURE, SOME CONCRETE PADS AND 
ANCHOR BOLTS WILL BE CONSTRUCTED UPON COMPLETION OF MATING 
EXERCISE, WITH MODIFIED 747 AIRCRAFT, PORTABLE MATE/DEMATE 
STIFF LEG DERRICK WILL BE DISASSEMBLED AND RETURNED TO 

THE U.S. ANY PROTRUSIONS FROM CONCRETE PADS WOULD, 

OF COURSE, BE REMOVED PRIOR TO DEPARTURE OF NASA RE- 
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COVERY TEAM. 

3. REQUEST GOJ DECISION SOONEST. NASA NEEDS TO PRE- 
PARE ON-BOARD COMPUTER PROGRAMS FOR SHUTTLE ORBITER 
WITH CONTINGENCY LANDING SITES DATA. VANCE 
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